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2QH�RI�WKH�DPD]LQJ�WKLQJV�DERXW�RXU�/RUG�LV�KH�FRXOG�
PDNH�IULHQGV�ZLWK�DQ\RQH��+H�ZDV�FDOOHG��D�IULHQG�RI�WD[�FROOHFWRUV�DQG�
VLQQHUV���+H�WUHDWHG�DOO�WKH�RSSUHVVHG�ZLWK�WHQGHU�DIIHFWLRQ�HYHQ�LQ�
PRPHQWV�RI�ZHDULQHVV��+\SRFULWHV�ZHUH�WKH�RQO\�H[FHSWLRQ�WR�WKLV��7KH�
/RUG�FRQWLQXDOO\�ORYHG�WKHP�E\�UHEXNLQJ�WKHP��:KHQ�-HVXV�ZHQW�WR�WKH�
FURVV�DOO�KLV�IULHQGV�GHVHUWHG�KLP��+H�NQHZ�ERWK�LQWLPDF\�DQG�EHWUD\DO�
\HW�WKLV�GRHV�QRW�GHWHU�+LP�WRGD\�IURP�ORYLQJ�\RX�DQG�PH���

'DYLG�ZDV�D�PDQ�ZKR�KDG�JUHDW�IULHQGVKLS��-RQDWKDQ�ORYHG�'DYLG�PRUH�
WKDQ�KLPVHOI��-RQDWKDQ�ZDV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�VXUUHQGHU�KLV�SRVLWLRQ�RI�SRZHU�LQ�
IDYRU�RI�WKH�DQRLQWHG�RQH�*RG�KDG�FKRVHQ��7KHVH�WZR�IULHQGV�ZHUH�XQDEOH�
WR�VSHQG�SUHFLRXV�WLPH�WRJHWKHU�WKRXJK�WKHLU�ORYH�ZDV��JUHDWHU�WKDQ�WKH�
ORYH�RI�ZRPHQ���'DYLG�DOVR�NQHZ�WKH�SDLQ�RI�EHWUD\DO���<HD��PLQH�RZQ�
IDPLOLDU�IULHQG��LQ�ZKRP�,�WUXVWHG��ZKLFK�GLG�HDW�P\�EUHDG��KDWK�OLIWHG�XS�
KH�KHHO�DJDLQVW�PH���3V��������'DYLG�DOVR�EHWUD\HG�KLV�IULHQG�8ULDK�DQG�
PXUGHUHG�KLP�WKLV�DFW�FRVW�KLP�SDLQ�LQ�KLV�IDPLO\�WKH�UHVW�RI�KLV�GD\V���

7KH�FODVVLF�VWRU\�RI�EHLQJ�WXUQHG�DJDLQVW�E\�\RXU�IULHQGV�LV�WKDW�RI�-RE��+H�
ZURWH���0\�IULHQGV�VFRUQ�PH���-RE��������:KHQ�FRYHUHG�ZLWK�VRUHV�DQG�
VHHNLQJ�FRQVRODWLRQ��KRZ�HDV\�LW�ZDV�IRU�KLV�IULHQGV�WR�ILQG�KLV�IDXOWV�DQG�
VKDUH�WKHP�ZLWK�KLP��%HLQJ�D�JRRG�IULHQG�WKHUHIRUH��LV�QRW�DQ�HDV\�WDVN��



-HVXV�VDLG���*UHDWHU�ORYH�KDV�QR�PDQ�WKDQ�WKLV��WKDQ�WR�OD\�GRZQ�KLV�OLIH�
IRU�D�IULHQG����-Q���������

+RZ�PDQ\�RI�XV�RIWHQ�IHHO�ORQHO\"�+RZ�PDQ\�IHHO�DV�LI�ZH�KDYH�QR�
IULHQGV"�+RZ�PDQ\�UHWUHDW�LQWR�D�FRUQHU�DZD\�IURP�RWKHU�EHOLHYHUV�
EHFDXVH�RI�VRPHRQH�ZKR�GDPDJHG�XV�LQ�DQ�LQFLGHQW�ORQJ�SDVW"�+RZ�ZH�
WUHDW�RXU�IULHQGV�LQ�IDFW�LV�KRZ�ZH�WUHDW�WKH�/RUG������+H�ZKR�GRHV�QRW�ORYH�
KLV�EURWKHU�ZKRP�KH�KDV�VHHQ��KRZ�FDQ�KH�ORYH�*RG�ZKRP�KH�KDV�QRW�
VHHQ"����-Q�������6RPH�WLPHV�WKLV�WHQGHQF\�WR�UXQ�DZD\�GULYHV�XV�LQWR�WKH�
ZRUOG�DQG�ZH�EHJLQ�WR�UHSODFH�WKH�ORYH�RI�GHDU�IULHQGV�ZLWK�PDWHULDO�WKLQJV�
DQG�SOHDVXUHV��$W�WKLV�SRLQW��VFULSWXUHV�WHOO�XV�WKDW�WR�EH�D�IULHQG�ZLWK�WKH�
ZRUOG�LV�WR�EH�DQ�HQHP\�RI�*RG��-DPHV������DQG�ZH�DUH�FDXJKW�LQ�D�
�&DWFK������D�SODFH�RI�QR�HVFDSH���

*RG��RI�FRXUVH��GRHV�SURYLGH�WKH�ZD\�RI�HVFDSH��7KH�DQVZHU�LV�WKH�VDPH�
DV�ZKHQ�ZH�ILUVW�ZHUH�VDYHG��:H�PXVW�UHWXUQ�WR�-HVXV�DV�RXU�IULHQG�DQG�
+H�ZLOO�KHOS�XV�UHVWRUH�WKHVH�EURNHQ�UHODWLRQVKLSV�VR�QHFHVVDU\�WR�RXU�
KHDOWK�DQG�ZHOO�EHLQJ��,W�LV�PRUH�LPSRUWDQW�WR�EH�D�IULHQG�WKDQ�LW�LV�WR�EH�D�
NLQJ�RU�PLOOLRQDLUH���

6RPH�RI�XV�DVN�RXUVHOYHV��VKRXOG�WKHUH�EH�DQ\�IDYRULWLVP�VKRZQ�LQ�RXU�
UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�RWKHUV"�:H�DUH�ILQLWH�EHLQJV�DQG�ZH�FDQQRW�EH�ZLWK�
HYHU\RQH�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��-RKQ�ZDV�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV��WKH�GLVFLSOH�ZKRP�
-HVXV�ORYHG���-HVXV�KDG�D�VSHFLDO�WHQGHU�DIIHFWLRQ�WRZDUGV�-RKQ�WKDW�ZDV�
GLIIHUHQW�IURP�+LV�ORYH�IRU�3HWHU�RU�1DWKDQLHO��6RPHWKLQJ�KDSSHQHG�KHDUW�
WR�KHDUW�EHWZHHQ�WKHP���



$UH�ZH�OLVWHQLQJ�IRU�RXU�IULHQG
V�KHDUW"�$UH�ZH�ZDONLQJ�OR\DOO\�WRZDUGV�
RXU�IULHQGV�DV�-HVXV�GLG�WRZDUGV�KLV�GLVFLSOHV"�+H�VDLG�WKDW��QRW�RQH�RI�
WKHP�LV�ORVW�H[FHSW�WKH�VRQ�RI�SHUGLWLRQ���PHDQLQJ�-XGDV��-Q���������
6RPHRQH�RQFH�VDLG���7KH�ULFKHVW�PDQ�LV�WKH�PDQ�ZLWK�IULHQGV���,Q�IDFW�WKH�
.LQJGRP�RI�*RG�VKRXOG�EH�D�NLQJGRP�RI�IULHQGV�LQ�&KULVW�
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$�&RGH�RI�)ULHQGVKLS�

�
 1. I will pray for my friend and present his needs to God.  

�$QG�WKH�/RUG�UHVWRUHG�-RE
V�ORVVHV�ZKHQ�KH�SUD\HG�IRU�KLV�IULHQGV��,QGHHG�
WKH�/RUG�JDYH�-RE�WZLFH�DV�PXFK�DV�KH�KDG�EHIRUH���-RE��������
2. I will listen for my friend’s heart more than talk.  

�$V�LQ�ZDWHU�IDFH�DQVZHUHWK�WR�IDFH��VR�WKH�KHDUW�RI�PDQ�WR�PDQ���3U���������
3. I will defend my friend in public and in private. He will be safe in my 
company.  

�+H�WKDW�FRYHUHWK�D�WUDQVJUHVVLRQ�VHHNHWK�ORYH��EXW�KH�WKDW�UHSHDWHWK�D�
PDWWHU�VHSDUDWHWK�YHU\�IULHQGV���3U��������
4. I will not be a busybody in my friend’s affairs.  

�/HW�QRQH�RI�\RX�VXIIHU�DV�D�PXUGHUHU��RU�DV�D�WKLHI��RU�DV�DQ�HYLO�GRHU��RU�DV�
D�EXV\ERG\�LQ�RWKHU�PHQ
V�PDWWHUV�����3HW��������
�,W�LV�DQ�KRQRXU�IRU�D�PDQ�WR�FHDVH�IURP�VWULIH��EXW�HYHU\�IRRO�ZLOO�EH�
PHGGOLQJ���3U��������
5. I will honor my friend’s privacy when he desires it.  

�:LWKGUDZ�WK\�IRRW�IURP�WK\�QHLJKERU
V�KRXVH��OHVW�KH�EH�ZHDU\�RI�WKHH�
DQG�VR�KDWH�WKHH���3U���������
6. I will seek to refresh my friend by seeking Jesus myself and sharing 
what I hear.  



�2LQWPHQW�DQG�SHUIXPH�UHMRLFH�WKH�KHDUW��VR�GRHV�WKH�VZHHWQHVV�RI�D�
PDQ
V�IULHQG�E\�KHDUW\�FRXQVHO��3U�������
7. I will not purposely hide my blessings or pain from my friend. 

�$�IULHQG�ORYHWK�DW�DOO�WLPHV��DQG�D�EURWKHU�LV�ERUQ�IRU�DGYHUVLW\���3U���������
8. I will speak the truth to my friend.  

�,URQ�VKDUSHQHWK�LURQ��VR�D�PDQ�VKDUSHQHWK�WKH�FRXQWHQDQFH�RI�KLV�IULHQG��
)DLWKIXO�DUH�WKH�ZRXQGV�RI�D�IULHQG��EXW�WKH�NLVVHV�RI�DQ�HQHP\�DUH�
GHFHLWIXO���3U��������DQG��������
9. I will stand by and protect my friend in times of trouble.  

�7ZR�DUH�EHWWHU�WKDQ�RQH���IRU�LI�WKH\�IDOO��WKH�RQH�ZLOO�OLIW�XS�KLV�IHOORZ��
EXW�ZRH�WR�KLP�WKDW�LV�DORQH�ZKHQ�KH�IDOOHWK��IRU�KH�KDWK�QRW�DQRWKHU�WR�
KHOS�KLP�XS���(FFO����������
10. I will keep no score of my friend’s mistakes nor be rude to my 
friend. 

�/RYH�NHHSV�QR�UHFRUG�RI�ZURQJV��/RYH�LV�QRW�UXGH���,�&RU��������
11. I will expect the best, not suspect the worst, of my friend and rejoice 
when it occurs.  

�$�PDQ�WKDW�KDV�IULHQGV�PXVW�VKRZ�KLPVHOI�IULHQGO\��DQG�WKHUH�LV�D�IULHQG�
WKDW�VWLFNHWK�FORVHU�WKDQ�D�EURWKHU���3U���������
12. I will not reveal a confidence my friend has shared.  

�$�WDOH�EHDUHU�UHYHDOHWK�VHFUHWV�EXW�KH�WKDW�LV�RI�D�IDLWKIXO�VSLULW�
FRQFHDOHWK�D�PDWWHU���3U���������
"This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
You are my friends if you do whatever I command you" 

John 15: 12 and 14  

�
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� ��0RVW�RI�XV�ZKR�KDYH�FKLOGUHQ�ZDQW�WR�EH�JRRG�SDUHQWV��,W�LV�SHUKDSV�WKH�PRVW�
LPSRUWDQW�JRDO�ZH�KDYH��$V�D�SDUHQW�P\VHOI�,�KDYH�IRXQG�WKLV�WDVN�KDV�PDQ\�
GLPHQVLRQV�DQG�WKHUH�LV�PXFK�WR�RYHUFRPH���6LQFH�,�KDYH�EHHQ�D�SDVWRU�IRU�DOPRVW�
WZHQW\�\HDUV�P\�IDPLO\�KDV�EHHQ�VXEMHFW�WR�PXFK�VFUXWLQ\��,�KDYH�IRXQG�WKDW�RSLQLRQV�
RI�P\�SDUHQWLQJ�VNLOOV�EUHDN�LQWR�VHYHUDO�FDPSV���7KHUH�DUH�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�WROG�PH�,�
ZDV�WRR�OHQLHQW��WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�WROG�PH�,�ZDV�WRR�VWULFW��DQG�WKRVH�ZKR�WHOO�PH�WKH\�
WRR�DUH�VWLOO�OHDUQLQJ���0RVW�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�ILUVW�WZR�FDWHJRULHV�DUH�UDLVLQJ�\RXQJ�
FKLOGUHQ�DQG�DUH�VWXG\LQJ�SHRSOH�OLNH�PH�ZLWK�PXFK�IHDU�DQG�WUHPEOLQJ��7KH�WKLUG�
FDWHJRU\�LV�PDGH�XS�PDLQO\�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�UDLVLQJ�RU�KDYH�UDLVHG�\RXQJ�PHQ�DQG�
ZRPHQ�DQG�KDYH�DFTXLUHG�VRPH�JUD\�KDLU�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV����
� :KHQ�,�ZDV�UHIOHFWLQJ�XSRQ�WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�RI�WKLV�WDVN�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�
UHPLQGHG�PH�WKDW�RWKHUV�EHIRUH�PH�KDYH�KDG�PXFK�GLIILFXOW\�DQG�WR�UHPHPEHU�WKHLU�
VWUXJJOH���<RX�VHH�*RG�KLPVHOI�KDG�D�SUREOHP�FKLOG��$GDP���$V�PXFK�DV�*RG�ZDQWHG�
WR�EOHVV�KLP�$GDP�KDG�WR�ILQG�RXW�DERXW�JRRG�DQG�HYLO���$IWHU�PXFK�SDWLHQFH�ZLWK�
$GDP
V�VHHG�*RG�GHVWUR\HG�DOO�EXW�1RDK�DQG�KLV�IDPLO\���%XW�1RDK�KDG�D�SUREOHP�
ZLWK�KLV�FKLOGUHQ���+DP�XQFRYHUHG�KLV�IDWKHU·V�QDNHGQHVV�DQG�ZDV�FXUVHG���$EUDKDP�
ZDV�D�JUHDW�PDQ�RI�*RG�EXW�KH�KDG�D�SUREOHP�FKLOG��,VKPDHO�ZKRVH�RIIVSULQJ�
FRQWLQXHV�WR�SODJXH�,VUDHO�WRGD\���,VDDF��WKH�VHHG�RI�SURPLVH��ZDV�QRW�H[HPSW���+H�DQG�
5HEHFFD�VLUHG�(VDX�DQG�-DFRE�ERWK�RI�ZKR�ZHUH�SUREOHPV�WR�WKHP���7KH�(GRPLWHV�
SODJXHG�,VUDHO�IRU�JHQHUDWLRQV���-DFRE��WKH�IDWKHU�RI�WKH�QDWLRQ�RI�,VUDHO�KDG�WZHOYH�
VRQV���7KH�ILUVW��5XHEHQ�ZDV�D�IRUQLFDWRU�DV�KH�VOHSW�ZLWK�KLV�IDWKHU·V�FRQFXELQH���
6LPHRQ�DQG�/HYL�SXW�WR�GHDWK�D�ZKROH�WRZQ�DQG�ORVW�WKHLU�LQKHULWDQFH�WR�-XGDK�ZKR�



ZHQW�LQ�WR�D�SURVWLWXWH���7HQ�RI�WKHVH�EURWKHUV�WULHG�WR�NLOO�WKHLU�\RXQJHU�EURWKHU�-RVHSK���
-RE�ZRNH�XS�HYHU\�PRUQLQJ�SUD\LQJ�IRU�KLV�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�ZHUH�RIWHQ�SDUW\LQJ���'DYLG�
KDG�D�SUREOHP�FKLOG�QDPHG�$EVRORP��(YHQ�WKH�DSRVWOH�3DXO
V�PRP�FRXOG�KDYH�ZRUULHG�
IRU�KHU�VRQ�DV�KH�ZDV�PXUGHULQJ�&KULVWLDQV�������
� ,V�SDUHQWLQJ�DQ�LPSRVVLEOH�WDVN"�1R�LW�LV�D�GLIILFXOW�PLQLVWU\�LQ�QHHG�RI�PXFK�
WHQGHUQHVV�DQG�SDWLHQFH���:H�DUH�RIWHQ�WRR�KDUG�RQ�RXUVHOYHV�RU�RQ�RQH�DQRWKHU���%LOO\�
*UDKDP�KDG�D�VRQ�ZKR�UDQ�DZD\��DQG�UHEHOOHG���<HW�KH�DQG�KLV�ZLIH�UHPDLQHG�LQ�WKH�
SRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�IDWKHU�RI�WKH�SURGLJDO��ORRNLQJ�RXW�IRU�KLV�UHWXUQ���+H�KDV�UHWXUQHG�DQG�
LV�VHUYLQJ�WKH�/RUG�SRZHUIXOO\�WRGD\���-HVXV�VDLG�WR�3HWHU���6DWDQ�KDV�DVNHG�SHUPLVVLRQ�
WR�VLIW�\RX�DV�ZKHDW��EXW�ZKHQ�\RX�UHWXUQ�VWUHQJWKHQ�\RXU�EUHWKUHQ���6DWDQ�DVNHG�*RG�
LI�KH�FRXOG�WRXFK�-RE�DQG�*RG�JDYH�KLP�SHUPLVVLRQ���+LV�IULHQGV�QHYHU�VDZ�WKDW�
H[FKDQJH�EXW�VDW�DURXQG�FRUUHFWLQJ�-RE�DQG�FRQGHPQLQJ�KLP�XQWLO�*RG�MXGJHG�WKHP���
-RE�KDG�WR�SUD\�WKHP�RXW�RI�WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�WKHLU�EOLQGQHVV�����

7KHUH�DUH�SDUHQWV�WRGD\�WU\LQJ�WR�ILQG�WKH�ULJKW�IRUPXOD�WR�DYRLG�WULDOV�DQG�
UDLVH�JRGO\�VRQV�DQG�GDXJKWHUV���0\�UHDGLQJ�RI�VFULSWXUH�WHOOV�PH�WKH�ODWWHU�LV�SRVVLEOH�
EXW�WKH�IRUPHU�LV�LQHVFDSDEOH���7KHUH�LV�HYHU\�UHDVRQ�WR�GR�WKH�EHVW�ZH�FDQ�WR�LPSODQW�
WKH�ZRUG�RI�*RG�LQ�RXU�FKLOGUHQ
V�KHDUWV��WR�SURYLGH�VWUXFWXUH��SURWHFWLRQ�DQG�GLVFLSOLQH�
VR�WKDW�RXU�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�DUH�VHFXUH���%XW�LQ�WKH�HQG�WKHVH�DUH�QRW��RXU��FKLOGUHQ��7KH\�
EHORQJ�WR�RXU�)DWKHU�DQG�+H�LV�WKH�RQH�ZKR�KDV�D�GHVWLQ\�SUHSDUHG�IRU�WKHP���+H�LV�
FKDUWLQJ�WKH�FRXUVH�DQG�ZH�DUH�KHOSLQJ�WR�QDYLJDWH�RQ�WKH�ZD\���,�WKLQN�\RX�ZLOO�ILQG��
DV�,�KDYH��WKDW�VRPHWLPHV�,�ZDV�WRR�OHQLHQW�DQG�VRPHWLPHV�,�ZDV�WRR�VWULFW���%XW�P\�
ZRUVW�RIIHQVH�DV�D�SDUHQW�ZDV�ZKHQ�,�GLG�QRW�OLVWHQ�WR�WKH�KHDUW�RI�P\�FKLOG���7KH�LVVXH�
LV�QRW�DOZD\V�ZKHWKHU�WKH\�DUH�ULJKW�RU�,�DP�ULJKW���$P�,�OLVWHQLQJ��DP�,�WU\LQJ�WR�
XQGHUVWDQG�IURP�P\�FKLOG
V�SHUVSHFWLYH�ZKDW�LV�KDSSHQLQJ��7KHVH�DUH�QRW�XVHU�IULHQGO\�
WLPHV���7KH�ORYH�RI�PDQ\�LV�ZD[LQJ�FROG���3DXO
V�DWWLWXGH�WRZDUG�WKH�FKXUFK�ZDV�DV�D�
QXUVLQJ�PRWKHU�FKHULVKHV�KHU�FKLOGUHQ��>�7KHVV�����@�'DYLG�VDLG�RI�WKH�/RUG���7K\�
JHQWOHQHVV�KDV�PDGH�PH�JUHDW���,W�LV�D�JUHDW�*RG�ZKR�PDNHV�JRRG�SDUHQWV�EHFDXVH�
WKH\�OLVWHQ�WR�+LP�DQG�WR�WKH�KHDUW�FU\�RI�WKH�\RXQJ�
�



 

On a warm September afternoon in 1979, I was out in my workshop making a towel 
rack for my upstairs bathroom. I had just inserted the dowel into place and was 
about to apply shellac when the phone rang in the house, and Mary called me.  

�

�&KXFN��LW
V�IRU�\RX��ORQJ�GLVWDQFH����
As soon as I heard my parents’ voices I 

knew something was wrong. My dad had 
retired in 1973 from the foreign service 
because of a blood disease. Over the last 

six years he had lived in San Antonio and 
had vastly improved. I had visited him 

earlier that year and caddied for him as 
he played his usual fine game of golf. I 
could feel the tension in his voice as he 

told me,  

"Chuck, the doctor just told me I have 
leukemia."  

"He’s been feeling so good, I can’t 
understand it," Mom added.  

My mother had only recently recovered 
from a blow to the head she had received 
in a robbery. Dad had to care for Mom 
for some time afterward. Now somehow 
she had to muster strength to care for 

him. They had both always sacrificed for 
others. In fact their reason for moving to 
San Antonio was to help care for Dad’s 

101 year old mother.  

Dad was speaking, "Charles, I want you 
to be ready, I may need you to give me 
white blood cells. I’m going in soon for 

three to six weeks of intense 
chemotherapy. Can you come?"  

"I’ll come as soon as you call."  



"Charles, I’m going to fight this thing all 
the way."  

"Good, Dad, we’re praying for you."  

"Charles, can you baptize me when you 
come? I’ve been thinking about it for a 

long time."  

"Of course, Dad. We’ll do it."  

 

�

�
0DU\�DQG�,�KDG�UHFHLYHG�&KULVW�LQWR�RXU�KHDUWV�LQ����������,�
KDG�DVNHG�-HVXV�LQ�RQ�D�VWUHHW�FRUQHU�DQG�VLQFH�WKDW�WLPH�,�
KDG�WULHG�WR�VKDUH�WKH�JRRG�QHZV�ZLWK�P\�SDUHQWV��,�KDG�
EHHQ�TXLWH�D�IODNH�DQG�LW�WRRN�D�IHZ�\HDUV�IRU�P\�IRONV�WR�
XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�P\�OLIH�KDG�UHDOO\�FKDQJHG��$IWHU�D�IHZ�
\HDUV��WKH\�EHJDQ�WR�UHVSRQG�DQG�,�VWDUWHG�PDLOLQJ�%LEOH�
VWXGLHV�WR�WKHP��7KH\�ILOOHG�WKHP�RXW�DQG�PDLOHG�WKH�
VWXGLHV�EDFN�WR�PH��,W�ZDV�VR�SUHFLRXV��,�FRXOG�RQO\�VWDQG�LQ�
DZH�DW�WKH�/RUG
V�JUDFH��,�ZDV�FRQVWDQWO\�UHPLQGHG�RI�
:RUGVZRUWK
V�ZRUGV��WKH�FKLOG�LV�IDWKHU�WR�WKH�PDQ���,W�ZDV�
OLNH�,�ZDV�'DG�DQG�KH�ZDV�WKH�FKLOG��,�QRZ�UHDOL]H�WKDW�WKLV�
ZDV�ZRUNLQJ�D�GHHS�KXPLOLW\�LQ�P\�IDWKHU�DQG�PRWKHU�DV�
ZHOO�DV�LQ�P\VHOI���
I arrived in San Antonio three weeks later. Dad was 
failing. My sister had flown in from Massachusetts. The 
doctors had tried her blood and my aunt Jane’s, but 
nothing was working. The last hope was my white blood 
cells. Within a day, I was strapped to the blood machine 
with tubes running in and out of my arms. Soon I could 
observe blood running out of me through a centrifugal 
machine. It whirled the blood at high speed extracting the 
white cells and returning the red cells. I was on the 
machine four times in a week about four hours at a time. 
Each time left me feeling weak. 
While I was sitting there each day, I had the opportunity 
to share about Jesus with the nurses. One of them was the 
wife of a local TV weatherman who was also a Christian. 
After I told her about my father, she told her husband. 
From that point on, this wonderful servant of Christ 

�



visited my father each day in his hospital room and later 
at his house. He read to him from scripture and prayed 
with him until six months later, Dad went to be with the 
Lord. I had prayed that Dad have someone to minister to 
him when I wasn’t there, and Jesus mercifully answered 
my prayer. 
My white cells temporarily gave Dad new life. He felt well 
enough several days later to be dressed in a fresh white 
hospital gown by a very cooperative hospital staff.  

One evening, in front of a neighbor, nurses, my mother, 
and myself, my dad shared how he had given his life to 
Christ and received Jesus as his Lord and Savior. He had 
believed when he was a boy, but had been offended by a 
Sunday School teacher and left the church he was in. I 
found it amazing how seemingly small encounters can 
affect the course of our lives.  

Because he could not get out of his bed, I sprinkled him 
with water. What grace I felt present in that room; what 
amazing love that would allow me to lead my seventy-
year-old father to Christ and baptize him. The following is 
an account of my final time with my father as read at his 
memorial service June 1980.  

�
,�JDYH�P\�FHOOV�WR�\RX��DV�\RX�KDYH��

JLYHQ�\RXU�FHOOV�WR�PH�
DQG�ZDWFKHG�\RX�FKDQJH��

WR�D�OLWWOH�FKLOG�EHIRUH�P\�H\HV��
2�IDWKHU��

/LNH�D�KHOSOHVV�EDE\�
\RX�VHDUFK�IRU�FRPIRUW�LQ�\RXU�VWUXJJOH��

I sprinkle water on your head 
Baptizing you in Jesus’ name 

You tell me of the peace  
that you receive. 

Such a simple way to be 
a comfort to you. 

Each night I hold your hand and pray, 
almost as if I was the Dad  



and you the little boy. 
I call you blood brother 

and you try a little laugh. 

You are so tender inside 
so gentle and sweet and concerned for others. 

Even as you suffer. 
I am seeing a Kingdom in your heart. 

The nurses love you,  
You wake from a nap 

and in the midst of fever 
shyly ask them, 

"Am I your favorite patient?" 

�

Tuesday night you say, "Let me pray for you". 
I give you my hand. You say, "Lord, thank you for a 

faithful son". 
No false motives, just sincere concerned, love. 

I think of how I want to say that to my son, Abe 
and how grateful I am to you, Lord for making 

this moment possible.  

Wednesday night came and it was time to go. 
The doctor congratulates me saying, "Some people won’t 

even give blood". 
Instead of feeling proud I told him how I had to overcome 
fear and selfishness in order to give. I remember the blood 

that Jesus shed for us all.  

I read Psalm 121. 
"I look to the mountains, Where does my help come 

from." 
Dad turns to me, "Let me pray for you, son." 

It’s like a benediction I feel a little like Isaac when 
Abraham blessed him . . . 

You pray "Thank you, Lord, for the miracles Charles has 
worked among us. 

Thank you for his helping me find the way into your 
heart. 

Lord be diligent to help him in his church work and 
school. 

Help him not to have a backed up workload. In Jesus’ 
name." 

I pray, "Thank you, Lord Jesus for a dad who loves you. 
Thank you that we have an eternal relationship and 

�



nothing  
can ever separate us from the love of God in Christ. 

Neither death, 
nor life, principalities or powers, heights or depths, things 

present or things to come. 
Thank you for eternal life Bless and strengthen Dad and 

Mom. In Jesus’ name." 

I give you a farewell kiss,  
Pray with Mom, 

and walk out into the warm Texas night.  

Charles E. Smith  
�
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�����+DYH�\RX�HYHU�EHHQ�WR�WKH�RFHDQ�RQ�D�EULOOLDQW�VXQQ\�GD\�ZKHQ�WKH�ZDYHV�DUH�
URDULQJ��FDVFDGLQJ�RQ�WKH�EHDFK"�)RDP�FUHVWV��DW�WKH�WLS�RI�HDFK�LQFRPLQJ�EUHDNHU��
VHHPLQJ�WR�GDQFH�XQWLO�WKH�YHU\�ODVW�VSUD\�RI�LWV�H[LVWHQFH��:KHQ�WKH�IRDP�GLVDSSHDUV�
LQWR�WKH�VDQG�LW�KDV�IXOILOOHG�LW
V�SXUSRVH��EXW�XQWLO�WKDW�ILQDO�PRPHQW��LW�ULGHV�WKH�RFHDQ�
GHSWKV�DZDLWLQJ�LWV�GHVWLQ\�RQ�WKH�EHDFK��
�����2XU�OLYHV�FDQ�EH�OLNH�IRDP�DZDLWLQJ�WKH�KRXU�ZKHQ�WKH�ZDYH�WKDW�FDUULHG�XV�VOLGHV�
LQWR�HWHUQLW\��,Q�WKDW�FOLPDWLF�SHULRG�RI�WLPH��ZKHQ�ZH�IXOILOO�WKH�SXUSRVH�IRU�ZKLFK�ZH�
ZHUH�FUHDWHG��&KULVW�LV�JORULILHG���-HVXV�H[HPSOLILHG�WKLV��)RU�����RI�+LV�OLIH�RQ�WKLV�
HDUWK��WKH�ILUVW�WKLUW\�\HDUV��ZH�NQRZ�DOPRVW�QRWKLQJ�RI�ZKDW�+H�GLG��\HW�YROXPHV�
KDYH�EHHQ�ZULWWHQ�DERXW�WKH�WKUHH�DQG�D�KDOI�\HDUV�WKDW�HQG�LQ�KLV�GHDWK��EXULDO�DQG�
UHVXUUHFWLRQ��
�����/LNH�-HVXV��WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�RXU�OLYHV�LV�UHYHDOHG�LQ�RXU�GDLO\�G\LQJ��:KDW�LI�WKH�IRDP�
FRXOG�UHIXVH�WR�FUDVK�RQ�WKH�EHDFK"�7KH�HQWLUH�RFHDQ�ZRXOG�VRRQ�EH�FRYHUHG�LQ�IRDP��
7KH�IRDP�KRZHYHU�VXEPLWV�WR�D�JUHDWHU�SRZHU��WKH�ZDYH��7KH�ZDYH�VXEPLWV�WR�WKH�
GLYLQH�UK\WKP�RI�WKH�RFHDQ��7KH�RFHDQ�LQ�WXUQ�LV�RUGHUHG�E\�WKH�JUDYLWDWLRQDO�SXOO�RI�
WKH�PRRQ��7KH�PRRQ�LV�LQIOXHQFHG�E\�LWV�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�HDUWK�DQG�VXQ��/LNH�WKH�IRDP�
ZH�GR�QRW�XQGHUVWDQG�DOO�WKDW�LV�KDSSHQLQJ�WR�XV�WR�SODFH�XV�RQ�WKH�ZDYH�EXW�ZH�FDQ�
KDYH�IDLWK�LQ�WKH�KDQG�WKDW�SODFHG�XV�WKHUH�XQOHVV�ZH�EHOLHYH�WKDW�FUHDWLRQ�LWVHOI�LV�DQ�
DFFLGHQW�RI�WLPH��
� �%HLQJ�IRDP�RQ�WKH�FUHVW�RI�D�ZDYH�LV�D�OLWWOH�OLNH�ULGLQJ�RQ�D�UROOHU�FRDVWHU��RQFH�
\RX�JHW�RQ�\RX�FDQ�QRW�JHW�RII�XQWLO�WKH�ULGH�HQGV��(DFK�ZDYH�LV�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�RFHDQ�DQG�



FDQQRW�EH�VHSDUDWHG�IURP�LW���7KH�IRDP�FDQQRW�EH�IXOO\�VHSDUDWHG�IURP�WKH�ZDYH��<RX�
DQG�,�FDQQRW�EH�VHSDUDWHG�IURP�WKH�ORYH�RI�&KULVW��ZKLFK�ZH�UHFHLYHG�ZKHQ�ZH�
VXUUHQGHUHG�RXU�OLYHV�WR�-HVXV��,I�ZH�GR�QRW�GHHSO\�HPEUDFH�DQG�UHPHPEHU�WKLV�ORYH�RXU�
ORQJ�MRXUQH\�EHFRPHV�DQ�H[HUFLVH�LQ�IRROLVKQHVV�DV�GHDWK�DW�WKH�FURVV�EHFRPHV�DQ�
HQHP\�WR�EH�IHDUHG�UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�SDWK�WR�IUHHGRP�DQG�OLIH��� � �
� $V�WLPH�JRHV�E\�DQG�PRPHQWXP�EXLOGV��WKH�ZDYH�LV�GUDZQ�WR�WKH�EHDFK���(DFK�
ZDYH�H[LVWV�EULHIO\�DW�D�SRLQW�LQ�WLPH�DQG�HDFK�VHTXHQFH�RI�ZDYH�ODVWV�IRU�D�VKRUW�
SHULRG�RI�WLPH��5HYLYDOV�DUH�RIWHQ�OLNHQHG�WR�ZDYHV��:KHQ�WKH\�GLVVROYH�LQ�WKH�VDQG�LW�
LV�WKH�UDUH�REVHUYHU�ZKR�WUXO\�UHFRJQL]HV�WKDW�RQH�VHTXHQFH�KDV�HQGHG�DQG�WLPH�PD\�JR�
E\�EHIRUH�DQRWKHU�EHJLQV���6RPHWLPHV�ZH�VWXG\�WKH�ZDYH�DQG�DWWHPSW�WR�FUHDWH�IRU�
RXUVHOYHV�ZKDW�RQO\�*RG�FDQ�VHW�LQWR�PRWLRQ��
� �,W�PD\�VHHP�KXPLOLDWLQJ�WR�WKLQN�RI�RXU�OLYHV�DV�IRDP�RQ�D�ZDYH��6RPHWLPHV�
ZH�IHHO�LQVLJQLILFDQW�WR�*RG
V�HWHUQDO�SXUSRVH��:H�FDQ�IHHO�WKDW�WKH�MRXUQH\�LV�WRR�ORQJ��
RU�WKH�VWRUPV�WRR�VWURQJ��EXW�-HVXV�VDLG�WKDW�ZKHQ�ZH�KDYH�GRQH�DOO�WKDW�KH�FRPPDQGV�
XV��ZH�DUH�VWLOO�XQSURILWDEOH�VHUYDQWV��:KHQ�ZH�\LHOG�KXPEO\�WR�+LP�DQG�DUH�VZHSW�
LQWR�*RG
V�SXUSRVH�IRU�RXU�OLYHV��ZH�ILQDOO\�UHDOL]H�WKDW�GHDWK�RQ�WKH�EHDFK�LV�RQO\�WKH�
EHJLQQLQJ�RI�RXU�MRXUQH\��$OO�RI�WKLV�OLIH�LV�D�SURORJXH�WR�WKH�JUHDW�DGYHQWXUH�+H�KDV�
SUHSDUHG�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�ORYH�+LP��:KR�ZH�UHDOO\�DUH�LV�KLGGHQ�EHQHDWK�WKH�IRDP�LQ�WKH�
VXEVWDQFH�RI�WKH�RFHDQ��/LNH�D�JRRG�P\VWHU\�WKH�FRPSOHWH�WUXWK�RI�ZKR�ZH�DUH�ZLOO�EH�
UHYHDOHG�ODWHU�ZKHQ�HDFK�RI�XV�PHHWV�+LP�IDFH�WR�IDFH���
�
�
�
�



6RPH�\HDUV�DJR�,�DWWHQGHG�D�KLJK�VFKRRO�JUDGXDWLRQ�FHUHPRQ\��$V�
WKH�VWXGHQWV�ILOHG�LQ��,�FRXOG�WHOO�WKDW�WKLQJV�KDG�FKDQJHG�VLQFH�ODVW�,�KDG�EHHQ�WR�D�
JUDGXDWLRQ��:KLOH�WKH�VFKRRO�ERDUG�PHPEHU�ZDV�JLYLQJ�D�VSHHFK��D�EHDFK�EDOO�ZDV�

ERXQFLQJ�DURXQG�DQG�VHQW�VSLQQLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�DLU�E\�WKH�VWXGHQWV��7KH�
YDOHGLFWRULDQV�SXW�RQ�D�FRPHG\�URXWLQH�DQG�D�TXDUWHW�VDQJ�RXW�RI�WXQH��,W�ZDV�OLNH�
OLVWHQLQJ�WR�D�EDQG�LQ�D�SDUDGH�WKDW�KDG�QHYHU�SUDFWLFHG�DQG�ZDV�XQVXUH�RI�ZKHUH�LW�

ZDV�JRLQJ���
In the midst of this confusion the stage was cleared for a fan dance by a group of 

oriental girls in the student body. The curtains opened and the atmosphere changed 
to awe and amazement as these exquisitely dressed young women put on a 

demonstration of grace and unity. The audience, which had paid little attention to 
the previous ceremonies hushed, then suddenly awakening began to applaud, as 12 
fans moved in perfect symmetry as if the twelve were one. For five minutes we were 

transported to another time and another culture while the rewards of order, 
discipline, commitment, and community were playing out before our eyes. As I 
watched the rest of the ceremony, I was impressed that what I had seen did not 
come out of the girls’ school experience, but out of their cultural heritage. The 

perfect unity of the dance had transformed the ceremony.  

Have you ever been to a shopping mall with a skating rink and watched as a 
beautifully matched couple skated around the rink? Many shoppers will stop all 
that they are doing to watch the precision moves of the skaters as if reminded of 

something eternal. The same holds true of a formation of birds. In the case of one 
variety, when one bird cannot keep up with the flock, others will drop off and fly 

with it ’til the tired one has a chance to recover and then rejoin another flock and fly 
again in perfect order. Like the fan dancers, grace and unity are at the heart of any 

group or species’ chance of survival.  

The same ingredients that hold cultures together hold God’s people together. The 
same mystery that causes birds to fly in symmetry causes the people of God to 
mirror Christ in the earth. Just as the graduation ceremony was confusing and 



without direction until the fan dance, so are our activities for God without Grace 
and Unity.  

"And I took for myself two staffs; the one I called Grace and the other I called Unity; 
so I pastured the flock." 

=HFK��������
The two staffs joined together are a picture of the cross of Christ. The upward staff, 

Grace, represents our relationship with God based on the Grace He has given us 
unconditionally. The horizontal staff, Unity, represents our unity with each other 
here on the earth. In the passage in Zechariah, the Lord eventually cuts the two 

staffs in pieces as judgment against His people who have sinned so greatly against 
Him and each other. He then describes the changes their actions are bringing upon 
them (the wicked shepherd that will follow) instead of the blessings He wanted so 

much to give them.  

Caring, seeking, healing, and sustaining are acts of grace that produce unity. How 
much we need them today. When every man goes to his tent and every ministry is in 
competition against the other, we sin against one another, the enemy devours souls 

and there is no dance. Unity is what shows the world what God’s heart is really like. 
Without the dance all that remains is the ceremony and the contest. Like the 

gladiators of old, we can attempt to survive while one species, race, ethnic group, 
political cause, church denomination is pitted against another, until we are 

swallowed up in the cacophony of this world’s system.  

Many are saying that God is judging His house and this nation. He is tearing down 
the handiwork of man so that He can be revealed. Like the graduation ceremony, it 

is not enough to have the shadow of what the event once was. We must have the 
substance. In the same way it does not please God for His church to have a form of 

godliness and deny the power thereof. There is a divine dance. The Holy Spirit is the 
choreographer.  

It is no longer enough to simply go to the ceremony and compete for recognition. We 
must pick up the staff of grace and the staff of unity, put aside selfish pursuits, and 
focus on Jesus. As we receive His grace, our little hearts are broken away to allow 
the emerging of God’s heart, the heart with no walls, no limits. Then we will sense 
the Holy Spirit inside of us rising up against the winds of adversity, criticism, and 

apathy.  

We will enter the dance.  
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